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TABLE  XXXI
The distribution and composition of the 'Iro?i-beit' ores1

Distribution        Reserves        Composition

of deposits     (lakh tons)      (percentage)                     Remarks
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years with a pig iron output of 15 lakh tons annually. From
the qualitative point of view, with an iron content often .rangr
ing up to 68 per cent or more they occupy a very high posi-
tion in the world. Apart from this high metal percentage,
these ores are also notable for their lower sulphur content
which never rises above 0.6 per cent, Both in quality and
quantity these ores are regarded as superior even to the great
American occurrences of Minnesota, Wisconsin and Michi-
gan.2

According to latest estimate the total coal reserves of

1 Estimates of Dr. Fox appended to the Report of the Indian Tariff
Board on Iron and Steel, 1924. The latest estimates of the Department of
the Geological Survey of India are as follows:

Singhbhum,
Keonjhar
Bonai
Mayurbhanj

Total

10,470 (lakh tons)

Average Kolhan ore 64 per cent
Iron. Better parts 68 to 69 per cent.

27,010 (

of the Geological Survey of India, Vol. LXX, 1936, p. 143.)
2 The   composition   of   some   of   the best ores of the world is as
follows:
i. The average composition of the Lake Superior ores is Iron,
58.45 per cent, Phosphorus 0.091 per cent, Silica 7,67 per cent,
Alumina 2.23 per cent. Manganese 0.71 per cent, Lime 054 per
cent, Magnesia 0.55 per cent, Sulphur 0,06 per cent (R. Von
Hise and C. H. Leith).
U.  The average percentage of Iron in the famous Magnetite de-
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